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Prior to 2011, popular imagination perceived the Muslim Middle East as unchanging and
unchangeable, frozen in its own traditions and history. In Life as Politics, Asef Bayat argues that
such presumptions fail to recognize the routine, yet important, ways in which ordinary people
make meaningful change through everyday actions. First published just months before the Arab
Spring swept across the region, this timely and prophetic book sheds light on the ongoing acts
of protest, practice, and direct daily action.The second edition includes three new chapters on
the Arab Spring and Iran's Green Movement and is fully updated to reflect recent events. At
heart, the book remains a study of agency in times of constraint. In addition to ongoing protests,
millions of people across the Middle East are effecting transformation through the discovery and
creation of new social spaces within which to make their claims heard. This eye-opening book
makes an important contribution to global debates over the meaning of social movements and
the dynamics of social change.
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AndreaGe, “Refreshing view. This book gives a refreshing view of the Middle East. It talks about
the dynamics of poor people, radical islam, feminism in the area, pre Arab Spring social and
economic dynamics. It fights common assumptions and generalizations we have on the Middle
East. Pretty good and very recommended. The author is not one sided, he knows what the
assumptions on Arabs and Muslims are and he accepts them when they are valid, but he
contests against them with lots of examples.”

Sasha, “Eye-opening. This was the last book book my Humanistic class to read and after
suffering through many dry or dreadful texts, this one was surprisingly easy to read, engaging,
interesting and hopeful. I think Bayat has a great perspective on how individual people and truly
make positive, lasting change in the world.”

Canary, “Five Stars. It's all good.”

F. Rafiq, “... emerged in Middle Eastern societies and Bayat does an excellent job in describing
what form of collective action new .... A new form of social movements have emerged in Middle
Eastern societies and Bayat does an excellent job in describing what form of collective action
new generations of Muslim youths are deploying. Bayat calls it new Islamic "refo-lutions," which
combines a mix of religion with modernity to mobilize against oppression. These new ways of
contesting sultanistic regimes are more potent and much bigger than the fundamentalist
movements in the Islamic world. We need to pay closer attention to "everyday forms of protests"
and what goals they aspire to, instead of reverting back to supporting old regimes.”

The book by Asef Bayat has a rating of  5 out of 4.1. 7 people have provided feedback.



Language: English
File size: 2130 KB
Text-to-Speech: Enabled
Screen Reader: Supported
Enhanced typesetting: Enabled
X-Ray: Not Enabled
Word Wise: Enabled
Print length: 391 pages
Lending: Not Enabled
Simultaneous device usage: Unlimited

http://ebook-download.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/Wa18oYTP/d

